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“Humanism” in Buddhism :
A View of Humans in Earliest Buddhist Scriptures

MIURA Kenichi

The aim of this article is to clarify the meanings of “humanism” in the
context of the earliest Buddhist scriptures. Unlike the western views of
humans established on the principles of self-identity and mutual nonaggression,
the Buddhist views assume the proactive transformations and ambiguous
definitions of the self. The earliest Buddhist scriptures view the humans exist
in the dependent origination (engi), which sets the humans as the “practical

subject” that strive to unceasingly change oneself for the better.

Keywords
humanism, identity, earliest Buddhist scriptures, engr
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Development of Aizu Toju School and <the
Teachings of Toju>

TAKAHASHI Yasuhiro

Toju Nakae (1608-48) was a Confucian who consciously accepted a study of
"Ougaku (Yangmingism)" of Wang Yangming in China in the early Tokugawa
period. His teachings also propagated to Aizu Kitakata (Kitakata City in
Fukushima Prefecture), and Toju School was inherited in Aizu throughout the
Tokugawa period.

In the 19th century after the era shifted, there was a person called
Chikayoshi Kitagawa (1738-1818) in Aizu Toju School who was an active
scholar in the center of the school. At first, he had a unique view on "Ryochi
(B4 " the ideological core of Toju. "Ryochi" was originally concerned to the
<mind () > of human. However, Chikayoshi argued that "Ryochi" belonged
"to the heavens', which became a subject of controversy within the school.

After that, he dismissed his own argument and began to teach the mind
cultivation theory by quoting books and letters of Toju Nakae who was father
of the study. Until then, although there had been Toju scholars who were
"loyal" to the succession of Toju's thought, no scholar had attempted to support
their own discourse by quoting Toju's work. Chikayoshi tried to convince
others by insisting that the mind cultivation theory he preached was following
the words of his teacher and not the "words of his own".

In the 19th century, activities of Aizu Toju School were declining. Chikayoshi,
who was conscious of the fact, attempted to regain the school's momentum and

<virtuousness > of Toju study by returning to Toju's teachings.
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